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2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2b)_ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD 11 453 OG 213 
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4) 0 Claim(s) is/are pending in the application. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 0 Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7 2(a)) 
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Claim Objections 



1 . Claims 1 -4 are objected to because of the following informalities: Even though the phrase 
"characterized by" is acceptable to use, the phrase -comprising- or -including- is preferable to 
use to comply with the U.S. practice. Appropriate correction is required. 



2. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Claims 1-4 include the word "type" i.e. paper type, which is unclear because "type" has 
been held to render such terms indefinite. See Ex parte Copenhaver 109 USPQ 118, 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
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This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the claims 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various claims was 
commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any evidence to 
the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor 
and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later invention was 
made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103© and potential 35 
U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

4. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mashiko et al 
(6,454,622 B2; 160 & 168 in Fig. 7; col. 10, lines 19-29 and lines 49-57; col. 11, lines 39-47), in 
view of Sjogreen (5,815,881; col. 1, lines 47-59). 

Mashiko et al disclose an air suction device for a surface boat comprising an air suction 
box for communicating an air suction pipe of an engine with an air suction cylinder, a buffer 
room of a large capacity formed between the air suction pipe and the filter element, and a filter 
element arranged in an air suction passage of an engine. Claims 1-4 differ from the disclosure of 
Mashiko et al in that the filter element has a permeable waterproof sheet. Sjogreen discloses a 
filter element for a wet vacuum cleaner wherein the filter is made of waterproof material. It 
would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to provide a filter as being waterproof as taught by Sjogreen in the filter of a surface boat of 
Mashiko et al since the waterproof filter would reduce the change-outs or dismantling time and 
changing of parts in the apparatus. 
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Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

- Mardikian (6,343,964 Bl) discloses a jet boat with improved hull design. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Minh-Chau Pham whose telephone number is (703) 308-1605. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (except Wednesday) from 7:15 a.m. to 
5:45 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Mr. 
Duane Smith, can be reached on (703) 308-3792. The fax phone number for this Group is (703) 
872-9310 (non-finals) or (703) 872-931 1 (after-finals). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be 
directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0661. 



Minh-Chau Pham 




Patent Examiner 



May 8, 2003 



